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ENGLISH SUMMARY
Memorial to the Murdered Roma in Divoshyn

Historical Background

Under National Socialism, which had racial ideology at its core, the
culturally, linguistically, religiously, and socially diverse groups of Roma
in Europe were marginalized and persecuted. The process of persecu-
tion became radicalized after the German invasion of the Soviet Union
in the summer of 1941. Alongside the Jewish population, Nazi extermi-
nation policies targeted the nomadic, and then also the settled Roma.
They were shot and buried in numerous pits. Many of the murder sites
were forgotten after the war. Most of the victims still remain unidenti-
fied to this day. In the German-occupied territories and those of their
allies at least 250 thousand Roma were murdered - either in camps
or in the places where they lived.

The vast majority of the Ukrainian Roma population - estimated at
over 12 thousand children, women, and men - were murdered during
the German occupation of Ukraine. In the Romanian zone of occupa-
tion, between the Dniester and the Southern Bug rivers (named at the
time as Transnistria), over 11 thousand of the 25 thousand Roma,
deported from Romanian territories, perished.

Divoshyn under German occupation

In the summer or autumn of 1942 at least 80 Roma were mur-
dered on the outskirts of Divoshyn. The group of Roma had been ex-
pelled from the Belarussian village of Kozly by the village elder. They
were intercepted by German cavalry and accused of partisan activity.
According to eyewitness accounts, the Roma were robbed of their
horses and carts, and their personal possessions - among them furs
and blacksmithing tools - were seized by the locals. The Germans



then forced them all into a stable. The next morning the men were
rounded up and taken to nearby clay-extraction pits, which they were
made to dig deeper before being shot. Thereafter the women were
raped and then shot along with the children. Some of the villagers
heard the screams and shooting. Four partisans were also executed
and buried next to the pits, but they were reinterred after the war.

Justice and Remembrance

In May 1945 the Soviet Extraordinary State Commission began to
investigate the German crimes committed in the Ovruch rayon. How-
ever, the murder of Roma in Divoshyn was not included in the Soviet
investigation. It has been passed down locally that after the war a
Rom came to the mass grave and mourned for the victims. For the
inhabitants of Divoshyn the murdered Roma were strangers. In the
1970s the hill was leveled and the land was repurposed for agricul-
tural use.

Kostiantyn Bondarchuk from the neighboring village of Pokaliv and
Igor Krikunov, the director of the Academic Dramatic-Musical Gypsy
Theater «(Romans» in Kyiv, have collected local eyewitness accounts.
Together with the local historian Yakiv Hryshchuk, they have pushed
for the creation of a memorial site.

As part of the international project «Protecting Memory», in 2019 a
«Forest of Memory» was planted in the field where the murders are
presumed to have been committed. Eighty trees symbolically repre-
sent each of the victims and are intended to protect the site from be-
ing used for agricultural purposes.

The site today stands as a memorial for tolerance and respect to-
wards national and ethnic minorities and against the centuries of dis-
crimination and marginalization of the Roma. Visitors are requested to
conduct themselves in a dignified manner.

About the “Protecting Memory” Project

The international project “Protecting Memory” works both to trans-
form the neglected and forgotten mass graves of Jews and Roma into
dignified places of remembrance and information points and to pre-
serve the memory of the victims for the present and future.

Detailed information about the “Protecting Memory” project can be
found here: www.erinnerungbewahren.de
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